Mulga Downs Station,

via Roebourne.

October 4. 1940.

The Minister for the North-West.,

Parliament House,

PERTH.

Dear Sir,
In the absence of the manager of this station the local police officer and Inspector Mc Beith [sic] ran down and captured two half-caste children who were decently clothed and fed, and cruelly took them from their mothers, to be a burden on the State, despite the fact that they and their parents were fed, clothed and insured by us. No letter of explanation was left or forwarded.

Twentyfour miles from us there are nine starving ill clothed half-caste and quadroon children of whom both the Inspector and the police have been notified; but nothing has been done about them on the plea of economy, as it was claimed by McBeith that the Department has insufficient fund; yet despite this, two public servants can burn up petrol to travel four hundred miles to collect two well fed children, leaving nine others who are starving, as well as two half-caste children on a neighbouring station, the manager of which happened to be at home.

No dogs were shot or rifles collected here, so that the trip cannot be described as anything but a wanton waste of taxpayers money, which we think would be better spent by the police in rounding up thieves who broke into one of our outcamps.

It appears that essential work is neglected in favour of heaping misery upon defenceless children.

We would suggest that the two children be returned to us and two of the staving mites substituted, as there is no justification for wasting money and inflicting cruelty upon them, especially when every penny should be spent in keeping Hitler from the door..

If the children have been kidnapped on the plea of moral necessity and sent to a mission we would draw your attention to the number of half-caste children born in missions in proportion to black, from which you will see that the idea that their upbringing by a mission would be more moral than a station is fallacious.

If the Department has no money to so spend on the destitute children to whom we refer, it is only because the money allotted to Native Welfare is squandered on enormous salaries paid to a host of parasites feasting on the public purse and frittered away on useless expenditure the like of which I have just brought to your notice.

As taxpayers, have we the right to know the amount of money paid to inspectors, doctors, protectors, etcetera, and the fraction of same actually spent on the natives? If so, where can the figures be obtained?

I seems to us that if all the parasites in connection with native wellfare [sic] were dispensed with, there is just a possibility that the native may at last reap some benefit from the money allocated for him.

Yours faithfully,
MULGA DOWNS LIMITED.

Per L. G. Hancock [signed]

Reply from Minister for the North West, 23rd October, 1940

 Mr L. G. Hancock,

Mulga Downs Station.

Via ROEBOURNE.

Dear Sir,

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 4th. Instant, relative to two  half-caste children recently taken from your Station.

The two children referred to are female quadroons or half-castes. They are aged six and eight years, respectively, and they are the children of coloured mothers by white men. Such children are always removed to institutions and the fathers are compelled to pay maintenance if the necessary evidence is available.

If the children were half-castes of half-caste parents they would not be removed except if they were orphans or in destitute circumstances. However, there particular children are the offspring of coloured mothers and white fathers. Their proper place is in an institution for education and training to a better life. It is due to them that they should have their opportunities in life.

Inspector Mc Beath and Constable Wightman did not make the trip specially for these two children. The officers were in the district for other distinct and important reasons, so the trip cannot be described as “a wanton waste of taxpayers' money.” there is no need to draw attention to the number of children born on Missions. Children are born on Missions and Settlements but the are not by white fathers as in there two instances.

These two children are females; moreover, they are either quadroons or half-castes. If they were left in the bush they would get into trouble and provide us with problems in the future, in that they would almost certainly meet white men and have children by them, resulting in almost white children of native habits and inclinations.

I have caused inquiries to be made regarding your allegation that other half-caste children were left starving on the occasion of the Inspector's and Police Officer's recent visit and you will be further advised.

Yours faithfully

Minister for North West

Police Station,

Roebourne,

23rd Jan., 1941.

Acting D.C.N.A.

Action must now be taken to ascertain the possibilities of obtaining maintenance for the support of the two children removed.

(Signed) F.I.B.

21.1.41

Mr Campbell

Please put up the facts concerning these two children, Ages, alleged fathers, mothers etc.

(Sgd) A. G. Proud

28.1.41

Acting D.C.N.A.

Particulars of the children are:-

Minit @ Dorrie. Age about 12 years. Mother Dolly, full blood native whose man is a full blood named Kip Bulbing. Alleged father, Kip Bilbing told  Mr McBeath the father of Dorrie was Mr Patterson of Yarraloola Station.

Alla [Cella] (half caste) Age about 9 years. Mother Gertie, whose man is a native named Ginger. Father Unknown.

No other information has been supplied about the fathers of the children.

(sgn) J.C.

D.C.N.A.

In reference to your minute at previous page to the effect that it was now necessary to ascertain the possibilities of obtaining maintenance for the two children recently removed by Inspector McBeath from Mulga Downs Station, Mr Campbell had put up the particulars of the children concerned, viz., Minit alias Dorrie and Cella.

It is noted that these two children are aged twelve years and nine years, respectively. In the case of Minit alias Dorrie it is alleged that Mr Patterson of Yarraloola Station was the father but this information was only given to Mr McBeath by a native, Kip alias Bulbing. 

In the case of Cella the father is unknown.

In view of the ages of these children it seems to me that it would be hopeless to endeavour to establish proof of parentage. Do you concur, please?

(sgn.) A. G. Proud.

28.1.41

I concur. It is now rather late to take up the question of maintenance.

(sgd.) F.I.B.

31.1.41

